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Ville period of the world at which we live. 
intessedly one of the most eventful whic! 
has ever presented itself to human view—Th« 
evouts the selves are of the most important 
and deeply solemn character—All the energies 
of oan have been put into action, in a most re- 
vkable degree. All nations have been shak- 

| tsherds of the earth have been 

ich other to mutual destruc- 
en ap against nation— 


is | 


GaSiithes against e 


‘ — Loe we 
tion-—Natieon iAs ris 


Thrones pave totter fo their bases—Mon- 
archs have been hurled from their exalted pre- 
eminence. ane begears clevated to astonishing 
heiguts of zreatness, Khstablishments whit 

had stead for ages, and seemed proudly to deft 
the r dest shock of the storm of human pas 


as. have been uptern and levelled with the 
dust. ‘Che bonds of society have been ina 
broken up, old ailiances severed, and 


New 


mm asure 


others, the feast to be expected, formed. 


sysiems have been organised and put into ac- 
tiem. The face of the world has been changed 
Wistors hi: 1g not fe arned to record, in suitable 
. se Geen i pied cen See ai Vi sities tit W sabuacd 

fol ceansactions and the oseewhehming effects 
ol tine tig ity movements benir have . ig @ iti ited 
mankind. Khe world as, for nearly six thou- 
sand years, been a theatre, in which have been! 
acting seenes of wickedness and woe. But of| 


late. it has presented characters of hardy crime, 
Bing 3 alamity, and ra hiess ambition wholly un- 
nrecedented. 

\WWhen these scenes began to be aeted. and 
for some time afterwards. seldom had the world 
witnessed a more deplorable state of things, for | 
ind religious interests of mankind. 
From the time of the glorious reformation frou 
Popery, three centuries ago, the churc! of God 
perhaps had not presented amore ungracious 
aspect, nor experienced a more unpromising 
praspect to tae ‘sight merely human. Real 
Christians were comparatively few in number. 
limited in influence, and from the state of th 
‘imes. dispirited Im exertion. «he most un 

sunded libertinisim of conscience fearfully pre- 
vailed. Phe maxims of an impious philoseph: 
were unsettling the minds of men, and fast pr 
‘ipitating the public morais into extreme and 
degeneracy. The existence of God was 
dented, by many who pretended to controal the 
destinies of the world. Pbilosophers, states- 
men and warriors were with emulous cares: 
the course of lifidelity. It was p: 
luting the fountains of literature, poisoning th 
streams of justice, corrupting the channels »: 
business, the arrangements of society and th 
chovities of life, insinuating itself into the ver: 
00s on of the church, and in various ways, injs 
tiousty influencing her purity, peace and pres 
perity. 

“rors the most pernicious and heretic 
‘Very where advanced upon ber Her dise: 
Dline was lamentably defective, attachment | 
ve truth as itis in Jesus, and enlightened zea. 


mor i} 
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hand safely bounded over the threatening bil- 
‘Phe religion of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
its benign influence a-'| 








| 


k 





for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom upon 
earth had much abated and threatened to ex- 
pire, ministers and people had lost their fer- 
vor, examples of ardent piety had become 
‘are, the influences of the spirit were much 
withheld, iniqaity, asa mighty flood, was pour- 
ing along its deadly streams, ai! thousands, 
renouncing our anticnt land-marks, without 
compass and without guide, save their own ir- 
regular and depraved desires were® floating 
upon the rapid torrent, ready to plunge inte 
hve shoreless ocean of pe rdition. Such was (he 
sold and effroutful forin assumed by infidelity, 
ven in this country, that some wise and good 
men actually looked forward to a persecution 
for conscience sakes and one distinguishedsdi- 
vine, now numbered with the dead, who then 
hebd a commanding station ina very respecta- 
ble evangelical charch began seriously to Uiink 
of the propriety of providing in a fureign fa a 
an assylui for persecuted Christians. Ta 
some sections of our country, an undiscuised 
attachment to the religion of Jesus, wos almost 
uf disci scuttic bent hese pany tial from puviit 
Stations of political L sportance, whatever might 
have been his qualifications 
Sad as was her state, however, the church of 
Christ had ne just cause for fear as to the final 
The word of her head was passed; and 
y he was the downright true and faithful witness. 
Hen aight rage, and the waves of liuiman pas- 
Sten roar; her safety was sure. Many a tem 
pest had vainly lavished its fury upoa hers the 
raven directed ark, had not once oi: ly, but 
many fines, emerged from the mighty flood, 


poWS. 
is destined to exerée 
mongst all people; the gospel which contams it 
siust be published and embraced in all lands ; 
All the king rdoms of the world are to bee: me 
ihe King¢ loms of our God and of his Christ | 
This is the promise, this the prediction. Tie! 
promise is explicit, the prediction fall. Ciris- | 
tians undoubtedly expect their entire acco n-_ 
jishment. “Their expectation is not vain. 
Lord of Hosts. he will bring it to pass. 
aunsel shall stand, 
him. He will sweep away ail the refuges of 
ies. all the vain confidence of inen$ and will | 
ither exterminate his haughty. yet impotent. 


No | 


“ves from the face of the earth; or reducing | 


‘ir proud revolting spirits to the obedience of | 


which was tot 
tion, and that of God, tho’ 


‘In prayer, 


of Jesus before many nations; 


Phe jing 


no might prevail against | 
Were, 


hem an evident token of salva- 
to the others, of 
and well knowing that God usually 
rebuilds Jerusalem in troublous times, they be- 
took themselves to ear uest wrestiing with God 


perdition : 


and to the visorous use of those 
means which by the divine biessing might con- 
duce to bring about a more favorabl: state to 
the church. Beside waiting upen God in the 
way of his common ordinances, they formed 
themseives into socicties for spectal pravers 
they organized missionary societtes and sont 
out the Heralds of the Cross to bear the nate 
they entered 
into associations for the suppression af vice 
and immorality. in aid of the civil magistracy § 
they laid plans for meliorating the condition of 
the poor by velieving. their pressing wants, 
etimulating them to honest industry by provid- 
ing employment for thom and their facies, 
and securing to them advantages tempor and 
<piritual by making provision for instructing 
thei? minds respe: ting matters most ifece ss ar y 


’ ; . 8 err ae 
ivi crac “adibia ia dae We ts hie Vt's and + » Baei’s) ‘ . 


those associations for publis! hing aod dintriote 
ting small tracts on some religisus subject 
which ave done so much good in Zion, those 
Sabbath schools which every where, through 
Christendom, are forming the minds of Yast 
numbers of children for being us ful members 
al civil society, and pious, cheerfal, holy mem- 
nn of Christ’s body, the church: heace, to 
vy ho more, arose the simple yet stupendous 
- an of distribating the word of the ever-living 
God, by eans ef Bible Societies and Bible 
Associations, into all nations, communities, 
families and chambers. he great Head of 
nis church has, Ina most wonderful manner, 
blessed the counsels, the prayers, the labours of 
bis servants. What seems i most marvellous 


change as appeared upon tie face of society. 


he church has become renovated, religion has 


rapidly gained ground, the interests of Christ’s 
‘Kingdom have 


advanced throughout Christen- 
dom, and the ensigns of his Royalty are wav- 
aloft to the Tle: athen. Pablic ly avowed 
hastiity to the Bible is scarcely known. ‘The 
‘ause of ible Societies has become, as it 
the cause of the world. ILardly a ves- 
tige of opposition to this great and good canse 
Shows itself, if we except the Bulis of the Pope, 
whose exertions to maintain his tyrannical, 
usurped authority over the minds of men, born 


aith, he will prostrate them humbled at his|| to be free, will be little availing; the ravings of 


fect, and range them under the standard of the} 
“ross the willing, holy, enterprising, devoted, | 
riumphing soldiers of the great Captain of 
sulvation. 


kept from full despair by considerations of this 





or ‘-—-Nav, in the most perilous times. many 
i thm, whe knew the scripture prophecies 
fs red courage from the very presumption of | 


At that period of uncommon glootn || 
_ 4 
-pread over the church of God, her sons were! 





» | falsehoo: 1. 


a few dignitaries of ecclesinati al establis:- 
ments, setup by man, who fear the united «n- 
ergies of the real friends of religion. and the 
force of truths; and the how lings of some inte- 
rested, designing politicians, who hope +o pre- 
serve a party by opposing the rest of mankind, 
and lev elling the distinctions between truth and 
virtue and vice, It ts the cause of 
God. and it shell orevail. A new era has arisen 


aciy adversaries, being in nothing terrified, || upon the world and the church of God. Phe 
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nations are almost universally enjoying peace : | 
and the charch is in all directions sowing the 
seeds of life aud reaping the precious fruits, bs 
way of foretaste of that grand harvest, when 
thy good seed having been sown in all lands. 
springing up shall bear a crop covering the face 
of the whole earth, to the refresliment of man- 
kind and the glory of God. 

Who, then, is not interested in the detail of 
those grand movements, those noble achieve- 
ments which are crowning with distinguished 
honor, the faithful soldiers of Jesus our King ? 
Who will notlend a helping hand to the glori- 
ous work? [t is high time for us to forego that! 
Inglorious ease which has locked up our ener- | 
gies. as by a fatal spell, whilst so many of our |, 
bretheren, under the conduct of their Captain 
and ouv Captain having vuckled on the Chris- 
tian Warrior’s panoply are nobly marching on) 
to victory and glad renown. This is the age of| 
Christian charity, charity for the truest, noblest | 
interests of man; the age in which emphatical- | 
ly, all ave called upon to look every man upon | 
the things of ancther, and not exclusively upon | 
his own things. This is the age of enterprixe, 
ud action, the moment of decision. ‘The signs. 
of the times demand the solemn recognition of | 
Ziow’s citizens, and call for the cheerful, the 
prompt, the energetic co-operation of ali the, 
hosts of Israel. in doing the work of the Lord. | 

‘Lhe Instory of the church at all times inter. | 
esting, is daily becoming more enchaining from 
the solemn, yet delightful character of the e- 
vents which are continually transpiring within 
her. | 

‘To apprize the various sections of the church | 
of the movements of the other sections is one of 
the great objects of the Religious Journal, of 
which this is the introductory address of the 
Eiditor. | 

‘Phe influence of a properly conducted news- | 
paper is confessedly very great, in the political | 
world, an! perhaps the general diffusion of 
kn wledge is to be ascribed as much to the cir-' 








eubition ef newspapers, as to any other cause. 
‘Pac publication of scientific journals has added 
any etmost incalculable sum to the steck of sci- 
entific knowledge. he influence of literary 





gourcals In perfecting the French and English 
houcuages, in refining taste, in inspiring and | 
festering a thirst for literature, and in improv- | 
ina the intellectual powers of man can not be 
questioned, and in religion alone is ignorance 
desirable?) Whilst we seek to improve in lan-| 
guage and literature, to advance in a know- 
fciige of the arts and sciences, and to have our 
minds instructed in political science by inter- 
changing as it were, ideas with each other thro’ 
scientific, literary, and political journals, shall 
we suppose that ignorance is the mother of de- 

otion? or imagining ourselves to be wiser than 
others, shall we refuse to hear what our brethe-| 
ren are doing towards increasing religious 
knowledge? We trast not—That were to shew 
ourselves ignorant indeed, or what is far worse, 
indifferent on subjects the most important and 
interesting that can possibly engage the atten- 
tion of man possessed of immortal powers and 
destined to live happily or miserably forever. 
‘Thro’ religious newspapers, Christians become 





ie 
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|creasing religious knowledge, «ith a special 
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ble and sweet, and thus grow wiser, and better H 


and happier. 

In the ‘Theological Magazine, for the year 
i797, awriter thus happily expresses himself. 
*¢ While L do this, (that is while I read the Ma 
gazine,) ** J seem to be a kind of traveller a- 
mong the churches of my Lord, I feel as tho’ 
I had drawn around me, all the good ministers 
and good people from the Province of Maine ti. 
Georgia.” (Had he been writing now, he might 
have said from the four quarters of the globe.) 
+ T unite in their sentiments, and in their 
praises. In short the Magazine is of an asso- 
Ciating nature.” Again, he says, « The chure} 
of Christ appears to me what my Lord and 
Master often declared it to be, ** the salt of the 
earth.’ It is tome infinitely the most precious 
of all terrestrial interests. Hence I love te 
learn of its travails, and of its births; of its 
toils and of its ease; of its pains and of its 
pleasures, whether present or remote, in other 
countries or myown. Now the Magazine tells 
me news of this complexion. Tt informs me of 
what is doing and suffering for Christ in Eu- 
rope and America, in Asia, Africa, and the 
islands of the Sea. I give my voice therefore. 
that it is an useful establishment, which ought 
to meet with permanent and extensive encou- 
ragement.”” 

The Editor of ‘i'ae ReLtigrous Museum, 
feels happy in presenting the first number to 
his Subscribers: and is bound by every tie, to 
express his sense of obligation to those friends, 
who, amid his discouragements, have not aban- 
doned his enterprise as hopeless. Difficulties 
wholly unexpected have thus far retarded his 
operations, aid kept back the appearance of 
this number. Confidently relying on that God, 
who has of late so signally set the seal of his 
approbation to all honest attempts to advance 
the interests of the Redeemer’s Kirgdom, and 
hoping to receive the undivided support of the 
friends of Zion, in this section of ihe church, 
the Editor commiis this paper to the world, 
heartily praying that the God of all grace may 
make it, in some humble measure, useful as a 
small part of that complicated and mighty ma 
chinery which he has been causing his people to | 
put into operation throughout Christendom ! 
Amen. 

*¢ The design of the paper is to subserve the 
interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, by in- 
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view to the promotion of vital piety. The Ed- 
itor will seck to make his paper entertaining, 
whilst he makes it useful, by presenting Biog 
raphical sketches of eminently pious persons, 
particularly, of able, faithful, and, successful 
ininisters of the gospel; striking incidents in the 
history of the procedure of providence with 
churches, states and individuais; accounts re- 
specting the state of religion in different parts 
of the world, and more especially concerning| 


~/s NS 
. 





revivals of religion in christian countries, and 
the progress made in converting the Heathen;| 
notices of such acts and proceedings of different: 
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and benevolent institutions having for their ob- 
ect the relief of human misery, the develope- 
ment and proper regulation of the powers of 
man, considered under the aspect of a moral 
agent, in so far as such institutions may be sup. | 
posed to exert an auspicious influence upon the 
cause of religion. | 

The principles to be maintained shall be pure- 
ly evangelical: the principles of the Reforma- 
‘lon. 
The Editor will receive, and in the exercise 
of a sound discretion, will insert very short dis- 
quisitions on religious subjects, if conaucted 
ina friendly spirit with candor and ingenuity, 
furnished by members of any religious denom- 
ination worthy of bearing the honorable name 
if Christian.”’ 


o-——- ir 





FROM THE MisStUNAKY MAGAZINE. 
Letthe poor worldling hug his pelf, and prize a litle name, 
Contracted in the sphere of self, nor know an higher aim, 
Let cold professors urge delay, and open foes deride, : 
Christians the willing call obey, with Jesus for their guide. 
For who that feels the truth divine, emancipate his mind, 
But prays that heavenly light to shine, diffusive o’er man- 
kind, [the land! 
And mark the flame of heavenly love, wide kindiing o'er 
And smiling providence approve, and bright’ning hopes 
expand. 
Ves many cheerfully devote their talents, wealth, & time, 
That thus salvation may be bro’t to men of distant clive! 
Nor shall these nobiec efforts fail, tho’ earth & hell oppose, 
God reigns, and truth must still prevail agains’ unnum- 
ber’d foes 
(For Zion’s kingdom rests secure, amidst each t!neat- 
Establish’d on a basis sure, while endless ages last ) 


Poin hlast, 


This work shall bear its willing part, & circulate abioady 

Enlivening news to every heart, that owns asaviour God. 

Perchance to many yet unborn, these pages may record, 

When Heathens bhail’d the gospel morn, and turn’d to 
seek the Lord. 

Big with astonishing events, the present times appear ! 

And multitudes of piaying saints view the glad period 
near, 

When countless numbers of our race (O! animating thio’t) 

Gather’d from every tribe & place, to Jesusshail be bro’, 

Then shall the barren desert smile, chang’d toa fruitful 
field, 

And all the late uncultur’d soil, a glorious harvest yield! 

‘* Haste, Lord, the promise to fulfill, thine empire wide 
extend, 

“‘ And let the nations tothy will, in glad submission bend? 

‘** Loud hallelujahs to thy name, from shore to sliore re- 

[lost are found 

* While angei-anthems catch the theme, and sing, the 


CEPA TALES Te 


Narrative of the State of Religion, 


‘Withio the bounds of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of the Presbyterian Church ; and of the General 
Associations of Connecticut, New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts Proper, and of the General Conventioa 
of Vermont, daring the last year. 


sound, 








ecclesiastical judicatories, as may be of a public) 


The history of the Churcia of God contains‘a 


beneficial character—the resolution of cases of recerd of adverse, as well as prosperous events. 


concience seriously and scasonably proposed; 
explanations of difficult passages of scripture, | 











acquainted with each cther—enter into one an-. 
others views—mutually receive instructions— 
are prompted to enquiry—have their prejudices 
vemoved—their mistakes amended—their prin- | 


and successfal operation of Bible Societies, Bi- 





ciples changed or confirmed—their charities 
excited—their hearts encouraged—their faith 
established—their love enflamed—the commu- 


ble Classes, translations of the Bible into differ 
ent languages, Sabbath School associations— 
‘associations for prayer, moral societies, asso- 


|Her members being sanctified only in part, at 
‘no time fully display that purity of conversa- 


original or borrowed, notices of events which | tion and conduct, which becometh their profes. 


go to trace the march of religious sentiment and || sion, and too often afford cause of triumph te 


feeling in the world, such as tie organization,, the adversaries on account of their carelvss- 


‘ness or failures in duty. In the periods of her 
‘uighest clevatiou, there is just reason to lament 
‘that there are many things to be found within 
‘her borders which are against her. Of chese 





nion of saints enlarged and made more desira- \ciations for suppressing vice, and immorality;| she is bound to take particalar notice, a5 well 
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> to give to that part of the Charch committed to 
> their superintendance, a faithful) Narrative of 
* the causes of sorrow during the past year, as 
Rewell as those of rejoicing. 
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> as of the evidences of her Lord’s presence and 
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‘Thus doing she is not only remind-f 
ed ** that she has not already attained, or is not 
already perfect,” but also constrained ¢ to fol- 
low after, if that she may apprehend that for 
which also ske is apprehended of Christ.” 
‘he General Assembly conscious of their du- 
fy in this respect and trusting to the divine 
blessing for success in its performance, desire 


They begin with 
tlie former, which may be summed up ander the 
following heads ; 

1. Erroveous principles on the subject of re 
vealed Religion.—If there is a religion revealed 
by G d.itis as important to have correct views 
of its principles, to perform the duties which 
ikenjoins In the various relations of Ite, as it is 
fo have correct views of morality that our lives 
may be moval. | Krrorin principle, invariably 
7 wduces errorin practise. ‘l'o be ever learn- 
ing and uever coming to the knowledge of the 
truth. is characteristic of none but those who 
assume for the human und rstanding, the pre- 
rogative of setiing in quegment upon the in- 
spived trath of God. cither condemning the 
whole as an tinposiion or uudertaking to cor- 
vect its alleaged mistakes by abridging and fal- 
sifving its contents. Of the former class, we 
rejoice that their number ané inflaence are di- 
minished. Not many years past, they triumph- 
ed, to the regret and anguish of the followers of 
Christ. With brazen front infidelity threaten- 
ed the anninilation of the Church and the ruin 
of bee Lord’s authority. But the Charch not 
merely Survives its atta ks—she has increase: 
in numbers and in grace, whilst her adversa- 
vies are compelled, though unwillingly to pay 
ha nave to th pal amount claims of her G od and 
S .ior, whois King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
}: are to be found who respect themselves, 
openly opposing the truth of God as contained 
Seviptures. “Unere are however some, 

Chin our bounds, who, wiilst they profess to} 

cor the authority of the Bible, with anhel- 

ved wands, would cat out of its pages those 
passages which command us to honor the Son 
as we honor the Father, and rob the trembling 
sinuer of the only hope of ac Septance with God 
which his soul cancherish. ‘Phe well beloved 
and only begetten Son of God they reduce to 
the levelof trail humanity and bis work of re- 

imption, to the mere fact of farnishing us a 
perfect example of conversation and conduct. 
By densing his character as a covenant surety 
to bear oursins and carry our sorrows, they 
lower his example as arighteous and holy man 
below that which his apostles and primitive 


, 
ty ith 





followers afford us. Andso far as we have 
vad the opportunity of judging from facts, which | 
have fallen under our observation, their princi-| 
ples have introduced aneng all who have eiw- 
sraced thei, so great a conformity in their prac- | 
tice to the world which lieth in wickedness, as_ 
to render it impossible to discriminate them 
from the children of that world. 

In connection with these Anti-Trinitarians, 
for we rejectthe na e which they have assum- 
ed of Unitarians, holding the unity of God as 
strictly as they do, are the Universalists, or the 
supporters of the doctrine of the Universal sal- 
vation. Ut is atribute however which we owe 
to truth fosay that whilst the anti-trinifarians, 
for the sake of consistency are compelled to 

vifain the ultimate and cternal salvatiou of 





iit, the LUiniversaiists believe in the doctrine of 






[5 J 
e 

the Trinity and the at ement of the Lord Jesus. 
Mhey however, by assuring all that they wi’ 
bein the end forever happy, provide. for th: 
gratification of present desires and continuancs 
in sin, whilst they live. 

As these errors in principle do exist in some 
portions of our Church, though we have good 
reason to believe that they are not increasing. 
the Assembly trust that they will be opposed 
and their ruinous tendency unfolded, with fidel- | 





2. SINFULPRACTICES, Ofthese the princi. 

Profanation of the Lord’s Day. To us it is | 
a matter not only ofregret, but of humiliation, 
‘hat there should remaincause of complaint and 
sorrow, on accountof their prevalenc.. ‘The 
first is manifestly so ruinous to the health of the 
hody and the participation of temporal advan- 
‘ages, and the last so fearfully destructive ofev- 
‘ry religious restraint and feeling, as to call 
for prompt condemnation from the men of the 
world, as well the professors of the truth as it 
isinJdesus. The Lord’s Day viewed ina po- 
litical light entirely. affords so many benefits 
valculated for the promotion of present enjoy 


it. the veneration and homage of sound States- 
men. Batto men professing respect for the 


ity and success, | 


pal ones reported, are Intemperance and the. 


ment in all the relations of life, as to claim for | 





irath of Cod, it presents claims of higher aut!rs- 
rity, and we want no stronger evidence of their 


ing that day. 2s forthose who indulge in in- 
iemperate habits; we affectionately remind them 
of their families, as well as themseives, and 
warn them of the wrath toceme. ‘They delib 

«rately prepare themselves for disgrace. as well 
as desease; unfit themseives for the duties and 
enjoyments of the life which now is, and must 
look for the indignation of God through eter 

nal ages inthelife to come «+ Who hathwoe ? 
who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who 
wath bablings? wiio bath wounds without cause? 
who hath redness of eyes? They that tarr, long 
af the wine: they that go to seek mixed wine. 
Look not thou upon wine when itis red. when 
it giveth his colour in the cap, when it moveth 
itselfaright. Atthe last it biteth like a serpent. 
and stingeth like an adder. ‘Thine eyes shall 
behold strange women, and thine heart shall 
utier perverst things. Yea thou shalt be as he 
that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he 
that licth down npon the top ef a mast. They 
have siricken me, shall thou sav and Iwas not 
sick, they have beaten me and I felt it not: 
when shall L awake? = I will scek it yet again.” 
The Assembly earnestly recomend to all Judi- 
catories, Ministers and Members of their coim- 
munion, to favour and support all efforts and 
endeavors fo suppress this abominable vice. 

5. Failure in duty onthe part of Professing 
Christians. Underthis head we class luke- 
warmness, formality, carelessness and neglect 
of regular attendance upon public and private 
ordinances of worship, “Phey who are charge- 
able with this failure, have the strongest reason 
for suspecting the sincerity of their profession, 
and apprehending the reprobation of their mas- 
ter. ‘lo them strictly is applicable the fearful 
threatning denounced upon the Lacedonians. 
*¢ Because thou art neither cold ner hot bat luke- 
warm, I will spue thee out of my --outh.” ‘They 
who are so far influenced by this spirit of luke- 


themselves together for the service of God o» 
his own day, and do not offer up to him th: 
morning and evening sacrifice in their families, 
nor partake of the Sacraments ef his covenant, 





actual irreligion than the fact of their profane | 


wa.mness, as to forsake the assembling of 


particularly, neglecting the Baptism of their 
“hildren ; subject themselves to the oiscipline 
f his houses impair their own spiritual state; 
and if repentanse be not granted, can iook for 
aothing but condemnation from their Judge tn 
‘heend. ‘Lo hear that such gross defection in 
oractice had appeared in any of our Presbytes 
ries, was as painful in the extreme to our feel- 
ings, as the fact is disgracefal to the Christian 
yaracter of those who are thus violating ther 
juty, and injuring their own souls, together 
vith the souls of the members of their fimilics, 
‘y all these we address the words of Christ, 
++ Remember from whe thou art fallen. and 
repent, and do thy firevorks orelse bo owill 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou re- 
pent.’—[ Ty be contiined. | 





We are happy to find tho interests of reli- 
gion in the Protestant Episcopal Charcs in 
Virginia to be growing more favorable. We 
hope the morn of a brighter day is just usher- 
ing in, than our native state has ever yet be- 
held. 

Nhe establishment of the Episcopal Church, 
which was never effectually broken down, une 
til about the year 173, hada most thauspic tous 
influence upon the religious and moral condi- 
tion of the state. “Phe religion of most of those 
who were embosomed within that charch, was 





heartless,—her ministers had mostly abandoned 
‘the doctrines of her Liturgy. homilics, and ar- 
ticles, aud, with few excepiions, did not exem- 
| plify even that morality which alone coustitut- 
ed the theme of their formal and occasional 
i|ministrations. Many of them were anongst 
‘the most irreligious men in the commonwealth, 
Many noble edifices, once temples for the ser- 
i vice of God, abandoned of men, mouldering to 
vecay, and tottering to the ground, scarcely af- 
| ford shelter for the beasts of the fiead: and 
hundreds of congregations are scattered, enjoy- 
‘ing no ordinances, no sabbaths, and scarcely 
wearing the semblance of Christianity. In rid- 
ing from the Chesapeake Bay up the James 
River. or across the country from the Potow- 
mac viver tothe James, as we have often 
done, a wide spreading field of moral desolation 
catches the eye and wrings the heart of the 
Christian philanthropist 5 and with an invelun- 
tary sigh, he exclaims, ** can these slain live 2° 

Phe signs of the thacs indicate an appreach- 
ing change of no ordinary magnitude. A new 
race of ministers is springing up, in different 
parts of the common wealth.—Some of the most 
accomplished men in the political departments, 
are zealously aitaching themselves to the church 
and laboring to advance the interests of reli- 
gion. 

Amongst the signs of the times we hail the 
folowing resolution of the Convention of that 
Deocese lately assembled at Winchester, as fur- 
nishing evidence, of no undecisive character, 
that a great and desirable change has already 
manifested itself in the rcligious aspect of that 
church in Virginia. 


In Convention, May 22, 1818. 


Whereas differences of opinion prevail as to 
certain fashionable amusements ; and it appears 
desirable to many, that the sense of the Con- 
vention should be expressed concerning them ; 
the Convention does hereby declare its opinion 
that Gaming, atteuding on Theatres, Public 
Balls and Horse racing. should be relinquished 
hed all communicants of this church, as having 








| the bad effects of staining the Christian, char- 
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ucler, of giving offence to their pious brethren, 


—and of endang etme ther own salvation. Is 
heir rushing voluntarily into thes foap afbene 
against which they implere the aid of thei 
heavenly Father: end this Convention cher 
isces Cre hope that this expression of its opi- 
ni Will be suffi ient to produce conformity of 
conduct, and unanimity of opinion among al! 
the members of our conmmuanion. ) 

WM. MUNFORD. Sec’y. to Convention. 

Alexandria, Ma: 26. 1818 
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Pie tolabitants okt iS Island have lately 
tureed Christians. FR is about 20 vears sinc: 


+: 


Vears HL it could not be sail that any of the! 
notives then living were converted. ‘Che mis-! 
sionaries were In danger of being obliged to | 
leave the island—and new the whole nation is! 
Corisiianised. Let the facts communicated in 
the following extwact ¢f.a letter from Mr. Row- | 


fand tlassal. of Paramatta, New South Wales, | 


‘ ° . } 
fhe first messionarios went amongst them—ten 
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ba 
their casts, and manifested great indifference ir {j and contmually sending forth men qualified tov 


regare 


fo the tyrannical authority of thet 
Brahmins, Their conversion was effected, by 


| reading the Gospel of Christ, which had bees 


siven to some of them, some years ago, by 
some person, they Know not whom; suppose: 
o have been Mr. Chamberlain. ‘They wer 
wholly ignorant that the book was in us 
mong Europeans, 

Weinay expect soon to hear something fur 
ther about this pleasing movement. 


AFRICA. 


In several places, the miserably degraded de- 
scendants of Ham, in this extended continent 
are receiving, with great avidity, the word o! 


Jtruth. which is able toimpart to them the mos: 
Jimportant Knowledge, and the most beneficial 


privileges, for making them happy, both in 
time and through eternity. 


See 


EUROPE, 





to the Rev. Alp. B——, my London. speak fo the | 
ge nuincness of their conversion. and let) thei | 

ak to the consciences of Christians amongst | 
ourselves, whom th ys faroufdoin the sacred | 
obs rvance of the Sabbath.—that duty so de- 
cisively characteristic of reverenco for God 
aici submission to his authority,—that duty in 
which many of us are soshamefally delingu nt. | 

e When my friend Mr. Crooks. with bis fa- 
mily. arrived on the coast of Otahetle, in the 
brig Active, they were much surprised tiat 
not a single native could be seen all along tie 
shore as the vessel sailed; nor could they per- 


4! 


that it is indeed the work of Gou. 


Phe great and hallowed work of circalat 
ing the holy Scripturcs, by means of Bible So 
cieties is rapidly progressing, with sach evi- 
dent and signal marks of the divine approbation 
as must before long extort the universal con 
fession, however reluctant on the part of some, 
Ke xertions 
the most unparalleled, followed by effects the 
most beneficial and noble, have marked eac! 
succeeding year, since the organization of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. New So 
cie‘ies are every where springing up, and con- 
veying the bread of life to millions of famishing 





ceive any smoke arising from their dwellings. 
This excited in the mind of Mr. Crooks and 
others a painful suspicion that the Island had 
been subdued, and all the inhabitants cut off in 
the wars. | 


poor, Missionary societies—sabbath schools, 
associations for atleviating the miseries to 
which apostate man ts heir-—-especially for me 
liorating the condition of the suffering poor. 


Jevery where lend ibeir friendly atd in the great 





‘En the midst of this agitation of mind, one 
of the sailors. an Otaheitans who feft port Jack- 
son inthe Active, observed that the natives 
rm keeping the Sabbath dav—that of late 
they did no kindof work—nor cooked any vic 
tuals—nor weit out of their houses. except to 
wership God—and that the whole of the day: 
vas employed cither in religious worship, or in 
aching one another to read. | 
At feneth the vessel came to anchor in Ma-| 
tatei bay; but not a native made his appear- 
gnee until Monday morning 3; when great num- 
hers repaired to the brig, bringing with them. 
their usual testimonies of hospitality, food and, 


sh" ¢ 
, 


? 
+¢ 
.« 


| 
| 


froit of all kinds, with other preseats of cloth,| 
& . &c. being highly pleased, and thankful to! 
Croc. that be had sent another teacher among: 
them: and thus fally satisfying all en board, | 
that they had been observing the Sabbath, as, 
be fore expressed, 

"Phos you see, that it is not a few individa- | 
are urned to the Lord, but, compara- 
tively speaking. the whole nation. When you 
reflect on this anecdote, and compar. the con- 
dact ofthese Otaheitans with that of numbers 
ev nin the churches and congregations in and 
about London, you will be ready to say, that 
t! poor heathens are taken into fellowship with 
Christ. whilst the children of the kingdom are 
east out.” 


als, VN ho 


INDIA, 


This great country is gradually receiving the 
Christian religion, A meeting has lately been 


ina grove near Delhi, consisting of about more abundant, and attendant with better suc- 


five to coady | }) rSOMS., WhaHavyve separated them- 


‘and good work of changing the face of the 
iworld, 


These shall engage our attention, and 
be presented before our readers, in such me- 
thods and in such measures, as may be found 
‘mest conducive in executing the great design 
‘of our publication. 


| AMERICA. 
| 


| Never did this couniry present so agreeable 
‘an aspect to the philanthropist, as at the pre- 
‘sent moment. ‘The soldiers of the cross are 
‘every where in motion. ‘Thousands, thousands 
‘are awaking from the slumber of a long and 
‘gloomy night—and running with noble and 
successful emulation the course of Christian 
‘Charity. Bible Socie‘ies, from the National 
Society and the Philadelphia Society, down 
‘through all intermediate grades, to the hum- 








and expectation. 
Tract and 





the gospel, by the missionary and the stated 
ministry of the sanctuary. 

| plied, both for evangelizing the Heathen on 
‘our own borders, and in foreign parts, and for 
bringing home the knowledge of salvation to 
multitudes, who are perishing for lack of know- 
jledge, even in this land of vision. 


' 





of the church, have missionary exertions been 


‘ 


cess. 


sehves from their Hindoo brethren, renounced | ‘The schools of the Prophets are multiplying, 


a 


blest association in aid of auxiliaries, every || 
where furnish matter for congratulation, hope 





« Supply of the churches, and the work of 

issions. 

Revivals of religion are frequent, and are 
ving a character of deep tinportance, awful 
~ilemnity, and cheerful praise to the Zion 
four God. 

These we shall occasionally notice. 

The Editor will thankfully receive communi- 
cations, on any of these interesting subjects— 
He resides in Morthumberland, Pa, 
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Infidels affect: to sneer at what are called 
conversions, by religious propic. And most 
imhappily, too many professed Christians ma- 
ifest an equal av rsicn from the power of re- 
igion. It is true that marvelous accounts of 
hings of this kind are tee offen set afloat, which 
yeing without foundation tn truth have an unfa- 
vorable influence in cherishing cold hearted in- 
credulity. But why should it be thought incre- | 
‘ible that God, who made the heart of man, and 
who constantly has it in his hand to turn it wihi- 
thersoever he pleases, even as the rivers of wa- 
fers are turned, should in an instant. and in a 
state of things the most unfavorable, give in 
entirely new direction totve faculties of a man’s 
mind and to the exercise of his heart? “Phe 
foliowing well authenticated account of the con- 
version of the Rev. Jolin Phorpe, who died in 
itngland in the year 4776. shews both the pow- 
er and the severeignty of divine grace—Was 
not this a brand plucked from the burning? 

Mr. Thorpe aad three of his profane compa. 
nions undertook for the arausement of theit im- 
pious friends, to ridicule the preaching of the 
Messrs. Whitefield, Wesley and others of the 
Methodist councxion. Phey agreed each in 
his turn toopenth Bible and discourse froim 
the passage which should first meet his eve — 
Three of them had made their display, of im- 
| piety and ribaldry, when Mr. ‘Thorpe ascended 
th table, triumphantly exclaiming © J shall 
beat you all.” By the direction of providence, 
his eve lighted on that text recorded Luke xtik 
3. °* Eacept ye repent ye shail all likewise per- 
ish,’ le did, indeed, beat them all; for he 
preached under the direction of the Holy 
Gost. He divided his subject methodically, 
and preached powerfully to the hearts of himeelf 
and others. ina most solemn manner, So as to 
convince all present that he was perfectly sincere 
in What be wasdoing. He himsel: offen afierward 
sald, s+ of ever IT preached in my life. by ihe as- 
sistunce of ‘he “pirtt of God. tt was at thi 
time.” So pointed and pungent was his ad. 
dress that his expressions appeared to hiiself 
to make his own hair tosianderect. He vad 
been before wholly ignorant of religious Uuthy 
rand utterly opposed to it, and had no expecta- 








ition of the turn which matters actually tock, 





| Missionary societies have very much multi-| 


In no age perbaps. since the primitive age | 


Having concluded his address, he left the tavern 


praying societies—Sabbath | where this profane banter had commenced and 
schools—aud Charitable associations are pre-||entirely forsook his base agsociates, and in duc 
paring the way for the successful preaching of time became a respectable and useful minister 


of Christ, 
2 
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1 (GP Phe Musevo ts publisod. tor ine 
\ Editor, by Henry Frick at the Office of the 
| Miltonian, Milton. 
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